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871. The Railway in Court: Tickets, please. A 5 page article by Bill Taylor, with 8 photographs and 9 
references, which looks at use and some misuses of the ticketing system which ended up in court. 
There is one case involving the LNWR, where the purchase of individual tickets for parts of the 
journey was cheaper than the through fare. There is an interesting parallel with the present day - our 
company went to the High Court for the 2p full fare difference and won! Backtrack Vol 27 No 6 (June 
2013).

872. The Builder’s Art. The hobby has lost another influential figure with the passing of Geoff Holt – 
a master of the art of scratch building. A 2 page celebration of his work with 4 colour photographs 
including a Webb A class compound and the ‘Super D’ built for Pete Waterman. British Railway 
Modelling Vol 22 No 4 (July 2013).

873. The Little-known Story of Marston Gate. This is an updated version of Bob Williams and 
Richard Foster’s article from LNWRS Journal Vol 7 No 2, about the station on the Aylesbury branch. 5 
pages with a working timetable copy from 1913, LNWR staff details and 5 photographs from the 
LNWRS collection. Backtrack Vol 27 No 7 (July 2013).

874. In association with the previous item, a summary of our Society’s history, services provided, etc., 
in celebration of the 40th anniversary. Backtrack Vol 27 No 7 (July 2013).

875. Llanberis. The promised in depth look: John Stockton Wood’s fascination with Llanberis led him 
to research and commission the building of a 7mm model from the most skilled of our professional 
model makers. 13 pages, with 18 colour and black & white photographs by Barry Norman, a number of 
which are full page. I’m not sure if I’m allowed a value judgement in Press Digest, but the modelling 
and MRJ coverage are both stunning!  Model Railway Journal No 224.

876. The Closed Stations of Wirral’s Passenger Railways, by Rowan Patel. A 6 page article with a 
map, 11 colour and black & white photographs from circa 1930 to the present day, and 12 references. 
The coverage includes the Chester and Birkenhead Railway which became jointly owned by the GWR 
and LNWR in 1860. Backtrack Vol 27 No 8 (August 2013).

877. Changing times on the Chesham Branch, by Michael J Smith. This article mentions a proposed 
scheme by Sir Edward Watkin to extend the branch to Tring, in which the LNWR was not particularly 
interested. Backtrack Vol 27 No 8 (August 2013).

878. Was the LMS too Big? An 8 page article by Peter Tatlow of the LMS Society discusses a 
grouping scenario which has the Midland Railway and others in a separate “Great Midland” alternative. 
The LMS management and organisation took longer to settle down than others. The author looks at the 
potential of the alternative grouping from a number of perspectives including the senior management, 
operation, infrastructure, locomotives and signalling. With 5 tables, 12 photographs and a 23 item 
bibliography.  Backtrack Vol 27 No 8 (August 2013).

879. Meanwhile, Back at Carlisle. A 5 page feature of 12 colour photographs from BR steam through 
to the early 2000s.  Backtrack Vol 27 No 8 (August 2013).

880. An ‘OGLO’ at Helsby, by Tony Robinson. The out of gauge load was a transformer being 
transported by rail from the Ferranti factory at Hollinwood, near Oldham, to the nuclear power station 
at Trawsfynydd, near Blaenau Ffestiniog. The article, of 3 pages, is constructed around 6 black & white 
photographs taken at Helsby on the Birkenhead Joint line between Warrington and Chester in February 
1961. It details the route taken and explains the handling of ‘OGLOs’.  Backtrack Vol 27 No 8 (August 
2013).

881. Grime Time at New Street. A 2 page feature of 4 colour photographs, taken at Birmingham New 
Street in July 1955 by J T Bassingdale. Backtrack Vol 27 No 8 (August 2013).

With thanks to Peter Stanton and Chris James. Thanks also to David Moore, our Webmaster, you 
should find that entries are posted to our Webb site as soon after publication as our contributors can 
manage.



Please forward your contributions for Press Digest to Chris James
Email: press.digest@lnwrs.org.uk
Address: 39 Pennard Road, Kittle, Swansea SA3 3JY
Telephone: 01792 234316

 We would also very much welcome other contributions, for periodicals not currently covered regularly. 
Please contact Chris James.


